








HICKMAN REGIONAL TRAIL SYSTEM

by Roger Hirsch
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“Next stop, Hickman.....watch the trails

Or so might a conductor say on an imaginary train in the not-so-
distant future, when Hickman’s Regional Trails Master Plan is
completed—and 25 miles of trails with eight potential trailheads
and 11 named links will make this community an exciting spot to
bike, hike and jog.

The first step has already been taken. Design construction recently
started on the Hickman East & West Trail Corridors in 2010,
thanks in large part to a $550,698 Enhancement Grant Funding
from the Nebraska Department of Roads Trails Enhancement
Program. The City of Hickman initially applied to the department
in 2007, and again in 2009—and was one of 18 Nebraska
community projects to be awarded future project funding in
December of 2009.

The City already has over two miles of trails through the parks
and railroad corridor and the new, recently awarded segments
should be ready for use in 2013/2014 fiscal year.

While the plan calls for the development of trails inside this rapidly
growing community of over 1,800 residents, it also calls for the
all-important links to the city of Lincoln—and Wagontrain and
Stagecoach Lakes, and eventually the Norris School complex.

Depending on grant funding, the link to existing trails between
Lincoln and Hickman could be the next step. While there is no
definite date for completion, it appears that a link will be created
between Hickman and the Village of Roca, with a connection to
the Homestead Trail. Homestead’s link to the Jamaica North Trail
will provide users access to Lincoln’s southwestern edge—and
eventually to the Haymarket area, when those plans are finalized
and funded.

Links to Wagontrain and Stagecoach lakes are in the presentation
phase for grant funding.

Plans call for eight-foot wide trails made of crushed limestone
or concrete throughout the system, with about 56 points allowing
local and regional trail users—including in-line skaters and
wheelchair-bound people—easy and safe access to the system.

For Hickman, this dynamic project is more than about hikin’ and
bikin’. Its about the quality of life and demands new residents are
asking for in walking, hiking and biking trail facilities. “It’s win-
win for the trail users, residents, and regional stakeholders—
including the city of Lincoln and Lancaster County,” said Hickman
City Administrator-Economic Development Director Brett Baker

The plans contemplate future growth as a result of the trails
development. There will be access to the existing Woodlands and
Prairie View residential subdivisions, and privately-developed
trails to future subdivision developments. Connections to a new

assisted living complex and low-income elderly housing are also
in the plans.

Plans call for connections to the South 68™ Street corridor—the
historic link for motor vehicles between Lincoln and Hickman,
and the Norris School complex. A viaduct project will begin in
August for Hickman and 68™ street, which will close the street
for approximately 18-24 months.

The trails will wind through rural landscapes bordered by
established trees and native plants pursuant to an environmentally-
sensitive design. Benches, rest rooms and trash receptacles will
be provided, and vegetative “buffer” zones will enhance safety and
security with residents bordering the trails.

The plan is a dynamic one, with the active participation of the
Hickman Area Economic Development Association, City of
Hickman, Norris Schools Complex, Nebraska Department of
Roads, Lancaster County, Nebraska Game and Parks Department,
Lower Platte South NRD, Private Partnership Developers and many

other valuable stakeholders as project partners.
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HOMESTEAD PROGRESS

n a sunny Saturday in May, Marshall County Connection
Oofficials used a large set of scissors and snipped the ribbon

held by Marysville Chamber of Commerce members at
the trailhead of the Blue River Rail Trail as adults and children
applauded. About 100 people gathered for a barbecue lunch to
celebrate the grand opening of the first two miles of the
picturesque rail trail, built on a former Union Pacific rail bed
along the Big Blue River.

Many who attended had
already participated in
the inaugural run/walk
that drew more than 80
participants from down-
town Marysville up Sev-
enth and Eighth streets
onto the trail.

Dr. Randy Brown, a local

physician who co-chaired the

event with Maureen Crist,

said he’s obviously pleased

the trail can contribute to

healthy lifestyles. But he

also hopes it will help pro-

mote tourism to the area and

encourage appreciation of nature. Photos by Sarah Kessinger

Board members for Marshall County Connection, the support
group developing the trail, welcomed members of the Nebraska
Trails Foundation to Saturday’s lunch. The foundation helped

Continued page 5

TRAIL SHELTER MEMORALIZES
BRYAN BACKHAUS

by Roger Hirsch

ryan Backhaus had two big passions. One was bikes, the
other photography.

Today both of them are prominently recalled in a trail shelter at
the juncture of the Jamaica North Trail and Saltillo Road. The
shelter was dedicated as a Memorial to Bryan in early May at a
ceremony attended by Bryan’s family, friends and others from
the community.

The Backhaus Family--Judy, Mack and Autumn--
at the Jamaica North Trailhead during the dedication
of Bryan Backhaus Memorial Trail Shelter

Bryan was only 22 when he contracted Meningococcal disease
and died suddenly on April 30, 2008. During his brief life, Bryan
was very focused on photography and biking. A 2004 graduate of
Lincoln Southwest High School, he attended Metropolitan
Community College in Elkhorn, where he studied photography.

At a young age he displayed a talent for studying how things
worked, taking them apart and constructing things. He frequented
Bike Pedlars at 33 and B in Lincoln, where he was eventually
employed as a sales representative and mechanic. According to
his family, he loved to build and repair bicycles.

When the opportunity arose to purchase the shop, Bryan and his
friend Greg Dunbar bought it in November, 2006, and began
running and building the business. Bryan was recalled during the
dedication ceremony as one who actively participated in local
volunteer events by donating bikes and bike equipment for kids.

He maintained an active interest in photography and had hoped to
take pictures for cycling and mountain biking magazines. Recently
A to Z Printing hosted a display of Bryan’s photography talents.
The proceeds from the show are being donated to Great Plains
Trails Network for the Jamaica North Trailhead shelter.

Bryan’s family—mother Judy, his father Mack and sister
Autumn—recalled Bryan as a mature and professional person as

they watched him develop Bike Pedlars and pursue his
professional, community and photography interests.

When trail users stop to use the shelter on the Jamaica North
they will see what Bryan’s family wants visitors to remember about
Bryan and his passions—a slotted bike stand with the outline of a
camera and a wrench displaying the outline of a cyclist as fitting

reminders of Bryan.
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Homestead contiued

acquire the land a few years ago that will become the rail trail, a
13-mile stretch from just north of Marysville to the Nebraska
line. Ross Greathouse, Lincoln, a founding member of the
Nebraska foundation, praised local residents who took on the task
of re-building bridges and grading and surfacing the initial two
miles of the path with crushed limestone. “They’ve really done

an outstanding job,” Greathouse said.

A red-roofed, covered bridge, located about eight-tenths of a mile
from the trailhead, should prove an attraction for trail users.
Greathouse noted that the only way to get to the covered bridge is

to walk down the trail.

Private donations and foundation grants paid for the work and
materials. Marshall County Connection continues to solicit
local donations for the trail’s continued development. A
$15,000 gift from Ed Lincoln, Wichita, whose family has
supported trails in Kansas and Nebraska, will allow for the next
few miles to be developed soon. The local group’s plan is to
continue the work in two- to three-mile stretches each year until
it reaches the Nebraska line. Group members also hope to
eventually extend the trail along the former rail bed to downtown
Marysville.

(Extracted from the Marysille Advocate)

Greathouse said Nebraska trails groups continue work on a trails
system they hope someday will run from Marysville to Omaha.

Currently the Homestead Trail stretches between Lincoln and
Beatrice, with a section yet to be finished between Pickrell and
Courtland. A branching trail from Beatrice to the Homestead
National Monument is in the planning stages. The Nebraska Trails
foundation owns a 19.4 mile segment of the former rail line from
just south of Beatrice to the Kansas line. They are seeking a local
governmental agency to take ownership of.that segment, develop
and maintain the trail. The Foundation is currently exploring
possible means of assisting any local entity willing to assume

that role.
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Trail Trek continued

Kudos are due to the more than 50 volunteers as well as Cycle
Works, KLIN News Talk, Ameritas, Hyvee, the Great Plains Trail
Network, the Lincoln Journal Star, Cornhusker Bank, the Bike
Rack, SouthPointe Pavilions, and Snyder Physical Therapy, all
official Trail Trek Sponsors; and the official Trail Trek bike stores
Bike Rack Cycling & Fitness and Cycle Works.




