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Finishing the Murdock Trail: 

Jayne Snyder’s Wish 

The City of Lincoln is going to pave the 

Murdock Trail from 56th to 70th Street. A 

gravel trail for runners will also be constructed 

along side the paved trail. GPTN is raising up to 

$430,000 to support this much needed 

improvement. Please consider donating to this 

Make contributions payable to: 

Nebraska Trails Foundation 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:____________________________ 

Designated Project:_________________________ 

Mail to:  GPTN 

P.O. 82902 

Lincoln, NE 68501-2902 

So who do I make the check out to?  By Jamie Warren 

GPTN occasionally takes positions on legislation, and, alt-

hough it has not done so for many years, earlier in its history 

the organization did at times endorse candidates for political 

office. For these reasons, the founders of GPTN organized as 

a not-for-profit entity, but did not seek 501(c)(3) status. This 

allows the organization the freedom to advocate for causes 

that align with the GPTN mission, even if those causes are 

politically-oriented, without jeopardizing its tax-exempt na-

ture. 

After securing the flexibility needed to best achieve the goals 

of the organization, how could GPTN maximize its fundrais-

ing efforts for specific trail projects by offering its members 

the ability to make tax-deductible contributions?  By partner-

ing with an existing 501(c)(3) charitable organization, the 

Nebraska Trails Foundation! The Nebraska Trails Foundation 

is a separate charitable organization with its own board of 

directors. The relationship with the Nebraska Trails Founda-

tion began when GPTN was founded and continues today.   

The leadership of the Great Plains Trails Network works dili-

gently to ensure that GPTN members have numerous opportu-

nities to make contributions to various trail projects in and 

around Lincoln.  There are hundreds of you that routinely an-

swer these calls by making financial gifts in support of various 

projects. We are extremely grateful for your contributions, as 

these wonderful projects simply would not come to fruition 

but for your generous donations.     

When you decide to make a financial gift to support a specific 

project, we hope you notice that all correspondence from 

GPTN requires that your check be made payable to the 

“Nebraska Trails Foundation.”  Why do we ask that donation 

checks are endorsed to the Nebraska Trails Foundation?  We 

are simply following legal formalities that allow for GPTN to 

most effectively pursue its mission, while ensuring that dona-

tions to specific trail projects retain their deductible status for 

Federal and state income tax purposes.   

You are likely aware of the IRS designation of a “501(c)(3)” 

not-for-profit charitable organization. An organization granted 

tax-exempt status under IRS code section 501(c)(3) is eligible 

to receive tax-deductible contributions from donors.  Although 

this designation is surely a boon for fundraising purposes, 

such an organization must adhere to a number of limitations in 

order to maintain its tax-exempt status. Of particular im-

portance to those that are working to advance causes that are 

important to GPTN, a 501(c)(3) may not attempt to influence 

legislation as a substantial part of its activities and it may not 

participate in any campaign activity for or against political 

candidates.   

Continued on page 3 
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Newsletter comments, questions, corrections 
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GPTN NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS 

November 2017—February 2018 

Thank you from the 2017 GPTN Board of Directors.  Your memberships are crucial to GPTN’s efforts.     

Back row (L-R) Dena Noe, Gary Bentrup, Shelby Robinson, Bill Wehrbein, Jeff Kimble, Jordan Messerer, J.P Jamison, Kris Sonderup, Kevin 

Fitzgerald, Corey Godfrey.  Front row (L-R) Greg Rosenboom, Charlene Dunbar, Steve Dunbar, Marynelle Greene, Mary Torell, Bob Torell, 

Elaine Hammer, Ron Case, Chris Heinrich, Roger Hirsch  

Not Pictured: Matt Baumeister, Karen Griffin, Ann Ringlein, Damon Hershey, Jamie Warren, Ray Stevens, Jr., Kent Henning, Dale Arp, Jesse 

Peterson, David Scoby  

Dale Arp 

Brett Baker 

Matt Baumeister 

Gary Bentrup 

Ron Case           

Parks Coble 

Charlene Dunbar 

Steve Dunbar 

Kevin Fitzgerald 

Marynelle Greene 

Karen Griffin     

Elaine Hammer 

Chris Heinrich 

Kent Henning   

Roger Hirsch 

Corey Godfrey 

John Paul "J.P." Jamison 

Jeff Kimble 

Jordan Messerer 

Dena Noe 

Jesse Petersen 

Ann Ringlein 

Shelby Robinson 

Greg Rosenboom 

David Scoby 

Kris  Sonderup 

Ray Stevens  

Mary Torell                

Bob Torell 

I can’t believe it’s been almost a 

year since taking on the 

adventure of being president of 

GPTN. The journey has been 

wonderful because of the people 

on the Board and because of all 

the GPTN members. 

Together we’ve accomplished a 

lot and thanks to the efforts of 

our fundraising committee we’ve reached our goal and the 

update to the Murdock trail will be moving forward. This is 

great news and will fulfill a long-time goal to have all the 

commuter trails in Lincoln paved. 

Trail Trek will be moving to Saturday in 2018. The premier 

family biking event in Lincoln will be Saturday, June 24. We 

have some great routes planned and as you’ll read in this 

newsletter we are adding a Corporate Challenge. Registration 

will open for Trail Trek the day of the annual meeting, but you 

can sign up your organization today by visiting GPTN.org. 

We appreciate your membership and if you would like to share 

any suggestions to make it better click on contact us at 

gptn.org. We’d love to hear from you. 

A Note from the President 

Welcome and thank you to these new members:  Noel Briseno, Jim 

Evans, Ann Heydt, Mark Holland, Jamie Granquist, Kara & Melanie 

Kugler-Wright, Gary Krumland, Michael Laughlin, & Robert Marshall.   

 

Thank you to renewing members:  Bruce Abernethy, Mary Amen,  Lee 

Anderbery, Rod & Marlee Anderson, Donna Awtry, Kevin Bachman, 

Jim Barger, Mary Barry, Neil & Jo Bateman, Bellwood Family, Lorrie 

Benson,  Gene & Jane Boilesen, Maxine Bishop, Tom & Lynn Borstel-

mann,, Bob & Lynette Boyce, Pam Boyle,  A. John Boye, Pat Bracken, 

Mark Brohman, Carol Brozek, Penni Bruning, Don & Trudy Burge, 

Chris Calkins, Kathryn Campbell, Jim & Kim Carveth, Doc & Christi 

Chaves, Tom & Mary Jo Cherry, Abigail Christensen,  JoAnn Churley, 

Pat Clare, Paul Claus, Parks Coble, Ben Cohoon, Kath & Mike Conroy, 

Edward Copple, James Crook, Joe & Jenny Dauer, Jennifer Davidson, 

Joan & Kirk Dietrich, Donald Dingman,  Curt Donaldson, Richard & 

Shirley Draper, Steven & Charlene Dunbar, Robert & Karen Duncan, 

Jane Edwards, Tim Einspahr, Mike & Bonnie Engel, Michael Eppel, 

Richard & Katherine Endacott, Gene & Colleen Eubanks, Bob & Sue 

Ferguson,  Jack Flanagan, Larry & Peggy Fletcher, David J. Florell, 

Bruce Forbes, Steve Fosbender, Sue & Scott Gardner, Jeanne Garvin, 

Jan Gauger, Sarah Gauger, Lil Gibson, Pat Gilles, Corey Godfrey,  Ron 

& Connie Gormley, Dennis & Hayley Grabast, Jan Gradwohl,  Steve & 

Nancy Green, and Charles & Carolyn Gregorius,  Marty Hager, Mark 

& Karen Hakenkamp, Richard Haller & Marcella Short, Pat & Bruce 

Hammond, Doyle Haney, Elly Hardekopf, Butch & Dobey Haws, Gar-

land Headrick, Richard Hekl, Alice Helmink, Kathy Helzer, Kent & 

Lisa Henning, Phyllis & Gary Hergenrader, Emily Herrick, Dennis & 

Rosemary Hicks, Sue Allen & Jack Higgins,  Brian & Gail Hinkley, 

Roger Hirsch, Holly Holle, Scott & Sarah Holmes, Evia Buhs & Rose 

Holz, Phil & Ann Hovis, Betty Howe, Sarah Howell, Erik Hunt, Mari-

lyn Hutchinson,  Margaret Jacobs, Lisa Janssen, Al Jensen, Wayne & 

Judy Jensen, Nancy Johnson, Todd & Heidi Kellerman, Jeff & Heather 

Kimble,  Kirk & Jo Kinberg, Don Knop, Lynn & Marcia Knuth, Sarah 

Kohlhof, Paul Konig, Dan Kounovsky,  Steve & Diane Kraus, Jim & 

Teresa Krieger, Cindy Kugler, Michaele Kujath, Robert Kuzelka, Ted 

Lagrange, Roger Lempke, Richard Littrell, Mary Jo Livingston,  Chris-

tine Lodes, Fran Loftis, Nancy Loftis, and Lower Platte North NRD, 

Bill & Susan Macy, Galen Madsen, Melanie Mangers,  Edith 

Matteson, Kent Mattson, Ed May, Bruce & Samantha McBride, Rob-

ert McCollough, Laurie McKenzie, Susan Melcher, Debra Morgan, 

Jon & Carol Morgenson, Glen Moss & Nancy Sutton-Moss, James 

Muggy, Marjorie Neill, Joe Nigro, Howard & Marla Nissen, William 

Noel, Bill & Jan Norris, Dennis Nuernberger, Pilar and  Chuck 

O’Connor, David & Gizele Oseka, Holly & Tonn Ostergard,  Ardean 

Ott,  Ronald & Susan Ogden, Richard & Barbara Ollenburg, Dave 

Palm, Ann Perlman, Jim & Denise Peter, Richard Peters, Jesse Pe-

tersen,  Cary & Lisa Peterson, Bruce Pray, Rosemarie Quackenbush, 

Ann Marie Quinlan, Mike & Peggy Rasmussen, Robert Rau & Family,  

Bob & Lisa Rauner, Matthew & Mary Reckmeyer, Gregory Reicks, 

Bryan Rettig,  Jeff & Kathy Richner, Fred & Margaret Rickers,  Steve 

Robb, Bruce Robbins,  Sandra Roche,  Dalyce Ronnau, Linda Roos, 

Greg Rosenboom, David & Martha Rowe, Terry R. Rush,  Richard 

Russell, II, Steve Russell, Kris & Mary Rutford,  Larry Ruth, Roger 

Sand, Alisa & Bruce Sandahl, Chris & Cathy Sayre, Marge & Dan 

Schlitt, Ginny Schnabel & Mike Thew, David & Rhonda Schoenmak-

er, Cliff & Schroff & Family, Ronald & Diane Schwab, Susan Scott, 

Sharad & Rebecca Seth, Tina & Julie Shaw, Jim Shonka, LeRoy Siev-

ers & Joyce Furry-Sievers, Bert & Karalene Smith, Hall Smith, Paul 

Smith, Randall Smith, Robert & Nancy Sorensen, Brad & Jackie 

Southwick, David Staenberg, Jerry & Jo Stanley,  Nancy & Dennis 

Stara, Faye Stevens,  Jordan Stump & Eleanor Hardin, Greg & Marga-

ret Sutton, Ronald & Camilla Svoboda, Joseph Sweeney, Ray & Katie 

Taddeucci, Tedde Taeage, Dennnis & Lauren Tegtmeier, Beth Thack-

er & Dan Lynn,  Jacob & Crystal Bock Theissen, Jo Theis, Michelle 

Thompson, Margene Timm, Robert & Julie Timme, Teri & James 

Tomasek, Bob & Karen Truba, Margaret Tyler, Milda Vaitkus & Mike 

Dosskey,  Cheryl Vajgrt,  Vicki Valente, Douglas VanderBroek, Dave 

& Sue Van Horn, Jim & Nancy Van Kirk, Verjean Vannier, Dennis & 

Betty Vodehnal, Peggy & Ken Volker, Michael & Jane Voorhies,  Bob 

& Marilyn Wagner, Loren Warren, Jane & Ron Wasserman, Dan 

Wheeler, Alan Wickman, Richard White, Bobbie & Kevin Wickham,  

Mike & Sue Wilkins, Donna Williams, Margaret Williams, Dayle 

Williamson, Chuck & Linda Wilson,  Rick & Susie Windle, Phil & 

Mary Wolfe, Roy & Carolyn Wolgamott, John & Cyndi Woollam, and 

J.J. Yost.   
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The Lincoln Track Club, Inc. was established in 1975 by an eager group of track 
enthusiasts. Although our title contains the reference to track, we have  become a 
distance oriented club. Our membership includes some of the nation's finest road 
racers as well as a great number of fun runners.   

In essence, our club is a nonprofit community service organization, established to 
promote running throughout this area and provide educational assistance for its 
runners. Our quarterly newsletter has become an informational running publication for 
local runners. The LTC is a member club of both the Road Runners Club of America 
(RRCA) and USA Track and Field.  

The Lincoln Track Club is not just about running. It’s also about volunteering. This is the 
one ingredient that makes LTC work. The whole organization is made up of volunteers 
and we can always use more.  

Please consider joining one of  Nebraska's finest volunteer-run organizations. LTC 
members receive entry forms for all LTC races, FastTimes (our newsletter, which is e-
mailed quarterly), an invitation to our annual meeting, and a discount of an entry fee 
for a single LTC road race. All memberships expire at the end of the calendar year 
(December 31).   

Lincoln Track Club Membership Application  

2018 LTC Calendar  

3/24 State Farm (10M/5K/1M) 

 4/7 Tabitha (10K/2M)  

5/5 Mayor’s Run (1M)  

5/6 Marathon/Half-Marathon  

6/2 Havelock (10K/3K)  

7/8 Lincoln Mile  

7/15 Uplifting Athletes Run 
(5K/1M)  

8/4 GSK (5K/1M)  

9/9Buffalo (5M)  

10/21 Capital City (15K/5K/1M)  

12/2Holiday Run (5K/1M)  

To join the Lincoln Track Club: www.lincolnrun.org 

Tour de Lincoln 2017 

2018 LINCOLN DOWNTOWN  

MASTER PLAN EFFORT 

Downtown Lincoln is an exciting and vibrant place that has 

experienced significant change. Over the years, there have 

been significant public and private investments in new 

building construction, renovations, and infrastructure. In 

order to capitalize on these collective investments, further 

development in the Downtown should be realized and guided 

by an overall plan. 

The 2005 Lincoln Downtown Master Plan and 2012 Update 

have both served their purposes to guide the evolution of 

Downtown Lincoln. The City has completed numerous 

projects as recommended in the previous plans including the 

16,000 seat Pinnacle Bank Arena and adjacent West 

Haymarket development, N Street Protected Bikeway, P 

Street Primary Retail Streetscape and Lincoln Community 

Foundation Tower Square.    

The City is partnering with experts to create a new Downtown 

Lincoln Master Plan that will guide public and private 

investments to elevate Downtown Lincoln as the premier 

urban neighborhood in the region. Pedestrian and bicycling 

facilities are an important component in this master planning 

effort and there will be multiple opportunities for public 

input.  Some of the upcoming public meetings include: 

Community Open House and Global Trends Presentation 

Apr. 10, 2018 - 6:00 p.m. 

Location TBD 

This meeting will include background information about the 

Downtown Master Plan effort and provide opportunities for 

public input on a variety of topics. The consultant will present 

research on Global Trends Affecting Downtowns and discuss 

implications for Downtown Lincoln.  

Community Open House 

May 23, 2018 - TBD 

Time and Location TBD 

Additional opportunities for public input will occur 

throughout the summer at various downtown events. Details 

about specific events will be posted on the City’s website.  

GPTN will strive to keep the bike/ped community informed 

about these opportunities as they arise.   

 

When the Great Plains Trails Network commits to fundraise 

for a specific trails project, the Nebraska Trails Foundation 

creates a new fund to house contributions.  Donors to the 

GPTN-supported projects like you make your contributions 

directly to NTF and NTF holds these donations in a segregat-

ed project fund account until such time when the moneys are 

distributed in accordance with the needs of the project.   When 

a donation is accompanied by your designation of a specific 

trails project, you ensure your gift will only be used to support 

that project. 

If you ever have questions about the specific trail projects for 

which GPTN is actively raising funds, please contact us. The 

GPTN fundraising committee works closely with the City of 

Lincoln, particularly with the Parks and Recreation depart-

ment, the regional Natural Resources Districts, and with other 

trails project stakeholders to stay informed with respect to 

project needs, issues and projected completion dates. And 

don’t forget to make your specific trail project donations pay-

able to the Nebraska Trails Foundation!      

SO WHO DO I MAKE THE CHECK 

OUT TO?               Continued from page 1  
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BicycLincoln is a community group that supports and 

promotes bicycling in the city of Lincoln. Our mission is 

to provide information and a unified voice for bicycle 

advocacy in an effort to make cycling in Lincoln more 

friendly, safe, easy, accepted, and “so that more people 

bike and bike more often.   

Check them out at http://bicyclincoln.org/  

The Nebraska Bicycling Alliance is a nonprofit 
corporation primarily supported by public donations, 
memberships and grants. Our mission is to promote 
health and safety for all who ride bicycles in Nebraska. 
 
The vision of the Nebraska Bicycling Alliance does not 
compete with existing clubs or organized bicycling 
groups, but rather enhances and supports all of these 
groups, bike shops, health and safety groups, city 
planners, policy makers and NDOR. We plan to promote 
bicycling in Nebraska when needed at the State and local 
levels in any way we can with project design, seeking 
federal funding, promoting safe routes for kids, and 
public education.   
 
Learn more at: http://www.nebike.org/ 

NEW FOR TRAIL TREK 2018…  

A CORPORATE CHALLENGE…  

and a date change 

Trail Trek will for the first time be held on a Saturday. Mark 

your calendar for Saturday, June 23. Along with the change to 

Saturday, the committee is introducing a new and fun way to 

participate with a Corporate Challenge. Anyone registering for 

Trail Trek will be able to go online to join a team. The Trail 

Trek rider will have the option to select one company team 

and/or one organization to support. The rider does not have to 

be an employee or member of the company or organization to 

make the selection.  

Riders in the Corporate Challenge will be able to select any 

currently registered team. If the team or organization has yet to 

register, the rider will be able to register the company or 

organization if they are willing to be a team captain.  A team 

captain’s role is primarily to provide required company/

organization information and employment and/or membership 

counts. Each person on a team will need to register 

independently. Once registered, each team captain will receive 

a link to the Corporate Challenge rules which explains how we 

define a company or organization, and suggestions as to how 

to improve their chance to win the contest.  

Attention! GPTN members we would appreciate your help in 

1) Getting companies and organizations registered as soon as 

possible so they are available to select when event registration 

opens, 2) Serving on the Corporate Challenge Committee to 

help tailor it for best success in its first year, 3) Securing 

sponsorships for awards, website improvements, and other 

related costs, and 4) Volunteering to help out on event day. To 

help in any of these ways, please send an email to 

TrailTrekCC@gmail.com and indicate the ways you can help. 

Trail Trek 18 will feature 10, 14, 25, 33 and 53 mile routes 

with food, fun and entertainment. Registration will open 

Saturday, February 24 by 1:00 p.m. Please share this 

information with friends, particularly to help get teams 

registered. 

BRAVE NEW BREW RUNNING CREW 

The Brave New Brew Running Crew is the brainchild of 

Justina McConnell who has partnered with Zipline Brewing to 

combine running, love of good beer, and making a difference 

in one’s community.  Justina coordinates a 5K fun run on a 

monthly basis to benefit local charities. The Crew gathers for 

a run on the trails after which they regroup at a Zipline 

location for a beer.  

To participate, runners donated to a designated charity. Since 

August 2014, the Brave New Brew Running Crew has run 

forty-one 5Ks and in the process has raised over $21,000 for 

39 local charities along the way.  

In 2018, Justina decided it would be more strategic to select 

one charity a year to maximize impact. GPTN is honored and 

excited to be the selected charity for the Crew in 2018!  This 

year, memberships will be sold to participate in the runs.  The 

cost is $60 per person for an annual membership.  From the 

membership fee, $10 will go to administrative costs and $50 

will go to the charity of the year.  One can donate more than 

the $60 and every donation will receive a receipt.   

With a 1 year membership, one will receive 20% off on all 

Zipline Beer and merchandise at every Zipline location in 

Lincoln and Omaha for an entire year.  Justina will be selling 

memberships at each run this year and to learn about the next 

run, check out the Brave New Brew Running Crew Facebook 

page or email Justina at bravenew@brewrunningcrew.com. 

http://bicyclincoln.org/
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Modified article from Rails-to-Trails Conservancy  

Two life-long visionaries who were instrumental in building 

some of Nebraska's most treasured pathways were named 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy's (RTC's) 2017 Doppelt Family 

Rail-Trail Champions. 

Ross Greathouse and Lynn Lightner—who have been friends 

and fellow trail builders for nearly four decades, and who are 

avid runners and cyclists—helped lay the early groundwork 

for the Nebraska Trails Foundation and for playing significant 

roles in the fundraising for, and completion of, most of the 

trails now supported by the foundation. Greathouse and 

Lightner  were recently honored for their work on Nebraska's 

trails at a private ceremony sponsored by RTC at the Jayne 

Snyder Trails Center.   

"What sets Greathouse and Lightner apart is that their 

volunteerism, their steadfast commitment, their drive to build 

trails—even under tough circumstances—has never waned," 

said Jeff Doppelt, the benefactor of the Rail-Trail Champion 

award. ." 

To date, Lightner has overseen the construction of 40 trail 

bridges and 30 volunteer work crews, and his work extends to 

Iowa, where he helped raise money and complete a bridge on 

the Wabash Trace Nature Trail, part of RTC's national Rail-

Trail Hall of Fame. Greathouse estimates having helped raised 

$2.5 million for trails, and has also contributed to the planning 

of major trails and networks such as: the 219.3-mile Cowboy 

Trail, which has been decades in the making and will stretch 

more than 321 miles when complete; and the Quad-State Trail 

and Missouri Statewide Trails Plan, an extensive trail system 

in Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri and Iowa. 

Both men point to the recently completed 22.9-mile Chief 

Standing Bear Trail, which now spans from Beatrice to the 

Nebraska-Kansas border, as their greatest accomplishment. 

Named after the Ponca Tribe's legendary leader, Chief 

Standing Bear, the trail serves as a lasting landmark for the 

tribe and its history. Lightner and Greathouse helped facilitate 

the transfer of ownership of 19.5 miles of the trail to the tribe 

in May 2017. 

Trail Visionaries Named 2017 Doppelt 
Family Rail-Trail Champions 

Ross Greathouse & Lyle Lightner  on Chief Standing Bear Trail  

 

Jim Krieger  

Jim is an Associate Principal 

and architect at Sinclair 

Hille Architects.  He is the 

father of 2 teenage daugh-

ters, Ashley and Audrey and 

has been married to his wife 

Teresa for 23 years.  Jim has 

lived in Lincoln most of his 

life and enjoys riding his 

bike on Lincoln’s amazing 

trail system.  He has also participated on bike tours in Mis-

souri and the Tour de Nebraska.  Biking is a beloved past time 

for Jim as  he spends many hours on the trails, even in the 

cold of winter.  When not on the bike trail he loves to spend 

time with his family and serves in the Children’s ministry at 

his church. He is looking forward to serving on the GPTN 

board to help grow the trails network in Lincoln and promote 

this great community resource.  Jim hopes to encourage even 

more of Lincoln’s residents to be active on the trails and to 

spend time outdoors utilizing the beautiful paths we have 

available to us. 

2018 NEW GPTN BOARD MEMBERS  

Rachelle Hadley 

Rachelle Hadley's passion 

is helping others find joy in 

embarking on a life-long 

path to health and wellness. 

She serves this passion in 

many way through her full-

time job as a wellness spe-

cialist, part-time kickboxing 

trainer, conquering races 

like 5Ks, 10Ks, half-

marathons, relay races like 

Market to Market and Rag-

nar relays and an occasional 

sprint triathlon. Her biggest 

reward in life is watching 

her two sons grow into pro-

ductive, self-sustaining adults--a reward she happily shares 

with her husband, Paul. A unique fact about Rachelle is that 

for the past four years she has completed her own personal 

triathlon to commemorate her birthday.    

Noel Briseno 

I’m the Production 

Director/ Creative Services 

Manager for NRG Media, 

Broadcast House in 

Lincoln. I help businesses, 

charities, politicians, and 

others plan and write the 

best advertising messages 

and marketing for radio. Then I produce the spots. I do a lot of 

voice work locally and for other radio stations around the 

country. I studied Broadcast Management and Sales in college 

and even did a few years selling television, but ultimately 

found my love in radio. Radio led me to my love of cycling. 

About 17 ago, I was the only one at the station in Kansas that 

I was working at who had a bike and we needed someone to 

participate in the MS150. I hopped one and kept on riding as 

often as I could through today. When I moved to Lincoln, I 

was amazed by the trail network. I’ve been all over the 

country and can say that ours is top notch. My wife is an avid 

runner, so she puts it to good use too. It’ll be great to be a part 

of the team keeping it vibrant.  
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THE JOURNEY UP FROM 50TH PLACE BEGINS NOW  

We know that you were as disappointed and frustrated (although probably not surprised) 

when the news came out last fall about Nebraska’s 50th place spot in the Bicycle Friendly 

Rankings.  Nebraska should never rank last in any category, especially one that deals with the 

safety of the citizens. 

Because of this unique opportunity, we are revamping the format of this year’s Nebraska 

Bike/Walk Summit.  We’ll still have some great keynote speakers, but we’ll spend more time 

doing hands on work to hear from participants about what barriers and challenges exist in 

different parts of Nebraska and what priorities NeBA should focus on going forward.  

So, needless to say, we need YOU to join us at the University of Nebraska at Kearney for the Nebraska Bike/Walk Summit 

March 2-3, 2018.  Kearney is about a 2 hour drive from Lincoln, an easy day trip if you don’t want to stay over.  Check out the 

event website (and check back often for updates) and register today at www.nebikewalksummit.org.    

BIKE-SHARING PROGRAM COMING TO LINCOLN 

Phase one of BikeLNK is underway.  That's the name of the community bike-sharing service coming to Lincoln this 

spring. "Lincoln has been talking about bike sharing a long time, and we're closer today than we've ever been," said Jamie 

Granquist, BikeLNK City Manager.    

A total of 19 stations and 100 bikes will be available as a part 

of the first phase of BikeLNK, beginning with the installation 

of stations and kiosks in late February and culminating in a 

literal “rolling out” of bikes as a part of a public celebration on 

April 6 (see next page). 

Thirteen of the stations are located in the Downtown area from 

the West Haymarket over to the Telegraph District, with an 

additional 5 stations located on the University Of Nebraska’s 

City and East Campuses, as well as 1 station at Nebraska 

Innovation Campus. 

"You get a card or a fob and then that allows you to walk right 

up to the bike that you want, press a button, swipe your card 

and the bike comes out," Granquist said.  "We're talking less 

than five seconds and you're off riding." Users can also pay 

with a debit or credit card, as well as an app.  The first 30 

minutes of every ride are free, with a $3 charge every half hour 

after that. The service caters to casual riders, with prices 

ranging from a one-time use to monthly and yearly 

subscriptions.  

Heartland Bike Share, a non-profit that will operate the 

program in Lincoln, says they've seen great results with it in 

Omaha - and say Lincoln is a perfect fit as well.  You can find 

more information by visiting BikeLNK.com.  

EVENT CALENDAR 

MARCH 

2-3 —Nebraska Annual Bike/Walk Summit (Kearny) 

APRIL  

6 —Launch Date for BikeLNK 

MAY 

10 —Tour de Lincoln Ride #1 

17 —Tour de Lincoln Ride #2 

24 —Tour de Lincoln Ride #3 

31 —Tour de Lincoln Ride #4 

JUNE 

23 —Trail Trek 

Friday: Optional Workshops 

10am – 12 pm: Join Jordan Messerer from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln for a workshop on how to make your college 

campus more bicycle friendly. 

1pm-5pm: The Nebraska Walkable Communities Initiative-

Complete Streets workshop 

 Evening: Social! 

Saturday: Full Program 

8:00-9:00  Registration 

9:00 Welcome 

9:20 – 10:30   Ted Heyl, Policy Director, Bicycle Colorado 

10:30 -11:00 Break 

11:00 – 12:00 Nebraska Bicycle Friendly State report card  

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch / Daniel Piatkowski, Assistant Professor, 

Community and Regional Planning, UNL 

1:30 – 4:00 Forum on issues affecting the safety and accessi-

bility of bicycling in Nebraska  


