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The Great Plains Trails Network Annual 
Meeting will be held virtually on Saturday, 
February 20, 2021 at 1:00 pm.  We are 
celebrating our new Great Plains Trails 
Network Connector bridge and making the 
connections of two fantastic trail systems! 
The meeting will be held virtually online 
via Zoom because of the COVID-19. 
 
We are excited to have two representatives 
from the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy 
(RTC) in Washington, D.C.  Marianne 
Fowler, Senior Strategist for Policy 
Advocacy, and her colleague Kevin 
Belanger, Trail Planner, will give 
presentations about the Great American 
Rail-Trail through Nebraska and across the 
country.  Since 1986, RTC has worked to 
bring the power of trails to more 
communities across the country, serving as 
the national voice for the rail-trail 
movement.  In addition, Sara Hartzell, Park 
Planner for Lincoln Parks and Recreation, will give a 
comprehensive report on current projects, and whatôs next for 
the trails system in the future. 
 
Marianne Fowler has been with the Rails to Trails 
Conservancy since 1988, and her pivotal roles in the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) and 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity 
Act-Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) reauthorizations, have 
established her reputation as a veritable legend of the rail-trail 
movement and one of the true game-changers in the history of 
American bike/ped policy.  
 
Before joining the RTC team in 2016, Kevin Belanger spent 
many years in the active-transportation worldðfirst for the 
Student Conservation Association, building trails in Arkansas 
(which instilled in Kevin a major appreciation for the impact 
trails can have on personal and community growth), and then 
as the bicycle and pedestrian coordinator for a suburb in 
Maryland. 
 
Lincolnôs trails system now consists of 135 miles of paved 
trails, which connect to rural routes that add another 100 miles 
between northern Kansas and the Omaha area. And additional 
miles of dirt and mowed trails in wilderness and natural areas.  
 

2021 GPTN Annual Meeting  
Making Connections!  By Mary Torell 

Following the presentations, GPTNôs annual awards and 
election of the 2021 Board of Directors will take place.   
 
Go to our website GPTN.org to register to attend the Zoom 
Annual Meeting. Registration is free but required in order to 
receive the link to the Zoom Meeting.   We hope you are able 
to join us.  
 
For more information about the Great Plains Trails Network 
or the annual meeting, contact Greg Rosenboom, President of 
GPTN at 402-659-5909, or visit our website at www.gptn.org. 

 

Chris Beutler Trail 

In the future South Haymarket Park, the 

Chris Beutler Trail will connect the N 

Street Protected Bikeway to the Jamaica 

North Trail at J Street. Estimated cost 

for the trail and easements is $275,000.  

GPTN in partnership with NTF is 

raising funds to support this critical trail 

connection. Please consider donating to 

this exciting project.  Thanks! 

Make contributions payable to: 

Nebraska Trails Foundation 

Name: ___________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:____________________________ 

Designated Project:_________________________ 
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A Note from the President GPTN NEW & RENEWING  MEMBERS 

November 16, 2020 - January 22, 2021 The first newsletter of the new 

year, and my last column as 

president of GPTN leaves me a 

difficult task of what to address.  

So much can be said about our 

trail system, the people who 

make up our GPTN board, the 

people who participate in GPTN 

events, and the community of 

trail supporters who offer 

GPTN assistance, and with 

which GPTN coordinates and 

cooperates to help build our 

trail system.  

One entire newsletter is not enough space to express the 

gratitude and recognize the people who have helped build 

Lincolnôs trail system. The commitment, passion, talent, 

expertise, and cooperation Iôve witnessed just these last 

couple years leaves me proud to have been a part, even 

though with a miniscule role. Part of what makes Lincoln 

special to me is the trail system and public spaces. Thank you 

to each of you who have participated in whatever way to 

making our city a better city by supporting our trail system. 

 Iôm looking forward to 2021, GPTN, trail related events, 

bikers, runners, walkers, and being out on the trails! 

Greg Rosenboom 

Standard  $10 

 

Lincoln Arneal, Charles Bacon, Jeff Bliemeister, Kyle 

Clouston, Mike & Kath Conroy, Deb & Paul Eisloeffel, Judy 

Garlock & Tex Richters, Melanie Gary, Angie Graham, 

Katharine Hogan, Paula Kellner, Charlotte Kupsh, LaDonna 

Little Elk-Parpart, Ruthann Nahorny, William J. Noel, 

Rosina Paolini, Jim Peter, Denise Teahon Peter, Loren 

Warren 

 

Associate  $20 

 

Gil Andersen, Neil & JoAnne Bateman, Gene & Jane 

Boilesen, Peggy Burt-Martinez, Sue & Tom Guild, Todd 

Jarchow, Brent Kalemkiarian, Stan Kuta, John & Shirley 

Laflin, Steven Larrick, Jerry & Judy Luedtke, Edith 

Matteson, Albert Maxey, Sr., Laurie McKenzie, Sue Moore, 

Debra K. Morgan, Jim Muggy, Curtis Schneider, Jennifer 

Snyder, Dave Swartz, Mark Traynowicz, Douglas Vander 

Broek, Kenneth & Peggy Volker, Mike & Sue Wilkins 

 

Trail Sustainer  $50 

 

Ben Armstrong, Paul Brinkman, Kathryn Campbell, Parks 

Coble, Jenny Dauer, Barbara DiBernard, Theodore Durant, 

Mike & Bonnie Engel, Sue Ferguson, Jocelyn Golden, 

George & Barb Green, Yvonne R. Heakin, Ann Heydt, 

Randy & Tracy Holcomb, Sharon Kennedy & Ralph 

Hartley, Tom King, Jami Lanka, Phyllis Larsen,  

 

Trail Sustainer  $50 

 

Roger Lempke, Richard Littrell, Cindy Loope, Tyler & 

Denise Mainquist, Randall Malone, Sandra Mathews & Dale 

Benham, Ed May,  Jim Nora, Michael OôNeill, Aaron Rutt, 

Sherry & Nick Savener, Mary Schroer, Susan Scott, Harry 

Seward, Judy Seward, Pete Smith, Jo Theis, Vicki Valente, 

Gary Wenzl, Kenneth Winston  

 

Trail Patron  $100 

 

Don Alvord, Susan Bauer, Dave Dinsmore & Cathie Bailey, 

Steve & Charlene Dunbar, Lynette Exum, Randy Gerke, Mark 

& Nanette Gokie, Dennis & Hayley Grabast, Jeff & Amy 

Handeland, Philip Hovis, Con & Barbara Keating, Ted & 

Mary LaGrange, Jim Lauerman, Patricia S. Lisec, Nancy 

Loftis, Bill & Susan Macy, Kathie & Blane Osterman, Mike 

& Peggy Rasmussen, Ray Stevens, Robert & Julie Timme, 

Bradley & Kimberly Walker  

 

 

Trail Benefactor  $250 

 

Gale & Julie Pokorny, Alisa & Bruce Sandahl, Laurel 

Shoemaker, Roger & Sylvia Wiegand, John & Cyndi 

Woollam 
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BicycLincoln is a community group that supports and 

promotes bicycling in the city of Lincoln. Our mission is 

to provide information and a unified voice for bicycle 

advocacy in an effort to make cycling in Lincoln more 

friendly, safe, easy, accepted, and ñso that more people 

bike and bike more often.   

Check them out at http://bicyclincoln.org/  

.ƛƪŜ ²ŀƭƪ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ŎǳƭǝǾŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛπ
ōƭŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ōȅ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƴŘ 
ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜŎπ
ǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΣ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ - ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ - ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀƴǎΦ  

.ŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘΥ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦōƛƪŜǿŀƭƪƴŜōǊŀǎƪŀΦƻǊƎκ  

Registration is now open for Trail-A-Thon 2021. The Lincoln 

Trail-A-Thon is a challenge to ride, run, jog or walk all the 

trails within the Lincoln city limits in 2021. When you finish 

you will have covered 78 miles of trails. 

In 2021 as you complete each trail section, you'll record the 

accomplishment with us and receive a 2.25-inch diameter 

locally designed collectible trail button. This fun challenge 

was started to inspire individuals to be healthier with an 

opportunity to GIVE BACK, EXPLORE new trails and 

CONQUER a common goal. Check out gptn.org to register 

and see the first button designs. 

GIVE 

The 2021 entry fee will GIVE BACK to the Great Plains 

Trails Network (GPTN) to help expand the trail system in 

Lincoln and Lancaster County. 

EXPLORE 

Each month a different trail will be explored. You may choose 

to follow our plan or rearrange it to create a plan that fits your 

schedule. The plan was created to do two things, keep the 

exploration to a reasonable distance and keep trails grouped 

together based on location. We will also have fun monthly 

trail activities to keep everyone moving toward their goal. 

CONQUER 

While Trail-A-Thon is a self-directed, family friendly event, 

once you complete all 78 miles you will feel like you have 

conquered the challenge, and you won't be alone. Weôll all do 

it together.  

ҐҎҐҏ *AF;GDF 2J9AD-9-2@GFBy Dena Noe 

We invite you to join us by registering at gptn.org today! 

Thank you to our sponsors:  

http://bicyclincoln.org/
https://www.bikewalknebraska.org/
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¢ƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ¢ǊŀŎƪ /ƭǳōΣ LƴŎΦ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтр ōȅ ŀƴ ŜŀƎŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŎƪ 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǝǘƭŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ  ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 
ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƭǳōΦ hǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴϥǎ ŬƴŜǎǘ ǊƻŀŘ 
ǊŀŎŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΦ   

Lƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴǇǊƻŬǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΦ hǳǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ [¢/ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ŏƭǳō ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘ wǳƴƴŜǊǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ όww/!ύ ŀƴŘ ¦{! ¢ǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ CƛŜƭŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ¢ǊŀŎƪ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ [¢/ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ  bŜōǊŀǎƪŀϥǎ ŬƴŜǎǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ-Ǌǳƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ [¢/ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ [¢/ ǊŀŎŜǎΣ Cŀǎǘ¢ƛƳŜǎ όƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ŝ-
ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅύΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦŜŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ [¢/ ǊƻŀŘ ǊŀŎŜΦ !ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŜȄǇƛǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ 
ό5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омύΦ   

Lincoln Track Club Membership Application  

нлнм [¢/ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ  

To join the Lincoln Track Club: www.lincolnrun.org 1LGJA=KBy Cara Bentrup 

Earlier this month, unseasonably warm temperatures 

prompted a spontaneous Wednesday afternoon bike 

adventure; the intended errand turned into a much longer ride 

that traversed Lincoln. Though I have spent endless hours in 

movement on trails; my inherent tendency to absorb what 

surrounds me provides a colorful backdrop of memories, and 

favorite stretches of these paths in which I find solace. Rock 

Island Trail, by way of Bishop Heights Park, was my 

childhood thoroughfare to Shopko and then Star City Shores. 

Mulberries provided a quick nosh on those warm summer 

days. Heading towards the Sheridan penny bridges, 

treacherous on those winter running days; yet perfect habitat 

for a fox, peeking out at me from behind his wooded shelter. 

Maybe I should slow down sometimes anyway? 

Except during high school track practice. Holmes Lake, Billy 

Wolff Trail and 400-meter repeats on the backside of the dam; 

down to 60 second splits, which was at a time when I could 

eat anything I wanted within an hour of my run and pay no 

price. Have you ever watched the sun come up and the moon 

go down over that awesome sledding hill? On top of the dam. 

Pure bliss. Look closely and the State Capitol dots the western 

horizon. On Bison Trail, near Pioneers Park she stands 

proudly in the east. Though holding oneôs gaze too long is not 

recommended out there, as deer often grace the open 

grasslands alongside that trail. Cautiously they watch, until 

catching scent that it is time to dart into the bountiful 

Wilderness Park. 

Then there are the cats. Anyone that knows me, is well aware 

of my fondness for felines; for those unfamiliar, the truth is 

now revealed. A crew hangs out alongside Mopac Trail, near 

Riley Elementary School, a giant orange tabby cat, ear-tipped 

as he shoud be. He seems to enjoy the cooler temperatures. 

Someone near Dawes Middle School on David Murdock Trail 

feeds a crew in their backyard. Another managed colony 

across Adams Street alongside Upco Park on the John 

Dietrich Trail. I often wonder how they manage to coexist 

with the numerous foxes I have also seen along these same 

sections of trail; chasing squirrels, looking for something to 

eat. I usually do that when I get home too, fella. 

Maybe one day I will follow through on identifying the many 

vibrant colored and sounding birds that catch my eye in the 

glorious trees. Oh, but the trees. They also continue to evolve 

as we tread alongside, above and below their roots. Perhaps 

this concept is what draws me to such profound thought and 

observation. Though I have covered the many miles of 

Lincolnôs trails over and over again; each individual 

adventure, memory, connection to nature allow a tome of 

stories in which I can draw contentment. Mopac Trail will 

look different tomorrow than they did yesterday; Helen 

Boosalis Trail, she is a favorite late winter walk choice, as the 

increasing sunshine makes its return from the far south; our 

currently snow-lined Rock Island Trail will soon be paralleled 

by newly budding trees, preparing his wooded areas for 

another season. More experiences, and narratives to share. 


